
I N the 30’s and 40’s, many affluent black3 
moved into the luxury buildings along 
Edgecombe Avenue east of Broadway 

Count Basie and Paul Robeson were among 
the residents of 555 Edgecombe Avenue, ong e 
of the most exclusive addresses in the city 
at the time. , 

“In that era, there were lots of entertai; 1 &.14X8 
ers and celebrities living here,” Mr. Dolkart 
said. “And there were movie theaters ui 1 
and down Broadway and Amsterdam, some’ 
great old buildings.” * 

In recent years, actors and musicians arg : 
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again moving to the neighborhood, drawfir 
north by low rents and spacious apartmentq 
But the night life is hardly as lively. Just one 
movie theatre remains, on 181st Street. ” 

Other forms of cultural life include thi 
Cloisters, and the Washington Heights MUI 
seum Group, at Broadway and 155th Street; 
taking in the American Numismatic Soci; 
ety, the Hispanic Society of America and th$ 
American Academy of Arts and Letters, the 
nation’s honorary society *for artists and 
writers. The neighboihood is also home t(l 
Yeshiva University. 4 
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